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Although the specific circumstances of the Flint water crisis were unique, how
people in the largely black, low-income community were treated was not. At
least, that is the perspective of many African Americans, civil rights groups, and
other concerned individuals, who believe that what occurred in Flint was not an
isolated incident. Rather, they view the Flint crisis as a microcosm of what is
happening throughout the United States.
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‘I thought you didn't like niggers.
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"The redneck god of gods we about to go nigger huntin" superimposed over the
photo.

20

But people of color still face many hurdles and do not always enjoy the same
rights and privileges as white people.
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In recent years a surge of news coverage in the United States has focused on
police shootings or unarmed black males. Civil rights advocates and many other
members of the general public have grown increasingly alarmed by the number of
shootings and the role racial discrimination seems to have played in them.
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In terms of actual numbers, more whites were killed by police than people of
color. But non-Hispanic whites represent 62 percent of the US population,
whereas blacks are slightly over 13 percent, and Hispanics 18 percent. When
adjusting for these population differences, African Americans and Hispanics were
killed by police far more often than whites.
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This nigger doesn't know his...left from his right.
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How many black men have to die before law enforcement changes its culture and
regains the trust of the communities it's sworn to serve?

The above citation is singled out by the author and placed in a colored box to
highlight their point.
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"Institutional racism runs through our criminal justice system, " says Hudson. Its
presence in police culture, though often flatly denied by the many police
apologists that appear in the media now, has been the central to the breakdown
in police-community relationships for decades in spite of good people doing
police work.
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Institutional racism runs through our criminal justice system.
The citation above is placed in a colored box to highlight the author's point.
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As a result of continued segregation, says the NFHA, approximately half of all
black people and 40 percent of Latinos live in neighborhoods with no presence of
white people. And the average white person lives in a neighborhood that is nearly
80 percent white.
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"Even among well-intended employers, racial bias may lurk in hiring decisions, "
Quillian and his study coauthors write. Whether conscious or not, bias continues
to affect decision making
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